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SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT….

Children are the most photographed and the least listened to members of 
society"



FACILITATING/ENCOURAGING/SUPPORTING CHILDREN’S PARTICIPATION IS 
STRONGLY LINKED TO OUR VIEWS OF CHILDREN.  

How do you view children in society? 

• Vulnerable? 

• Cute? 

• Silly? 

• Childish? 

• In need of protection? 



Watch this video of a grade 7 learner (about 13 years old) and write down your 
thoughts of how you view him as a child in society.  



Lets change out views of children  



WHAT IS CHILDREN’S PARTICIPATION???? 

Think about your understanding of children’s participation.  



For World Vision, child participation is when children under 18 years of age 
contribute to decisions and take action on issues that affect their lives. 

This is best done through empowering children and nurturing positive 
relationships amongst children, adults and communities based on mutual 
respect and partnership at familial, local, national and international levels. 

It is also important to understand that children’s participation is not a once off 
event.  It is an ongoing process.  



LEGISLATION

There are two sets of legislation that focus on the rights of children and in particular their 
right to participate in decisions affecting their lives: 

• UNCRC (United Nations Convention for the Rights of the Child)

• Children’s Act 38 of 2005 as amended 



UNCRC (United Nations Convention for the Rights of the Child)

• Every child has rights, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, 
abilities or any other status.

• It also explains how adults and governments must work together to make sure 
all children can enjoy all their rights.

• There are four articles in the convention that are seen as special. They’re 
known as the “General Principles” and they help to interpret all the other 
articles and play a fundamental role in realising all the rights in the Convention 
for all children. 



These four articles are:

• Non-discrimination (Article 2)

• Best interest of the child (Article 3) 

• The rights to survival and development (Article 6) 

• The view of the child (child participation) (Article 12) 



The purpose of The Children’s Act 38 of 2005 as amended is to: 

Governs all the laws relating to the CARE and PROTECTION of children.



Section 10 of the Children’s Act 38 of 2005 maintains that “Every child that is of 
such an age, maturity and stage of development as to be able to participate in 
any matter concerning that child has the right to participate in an appropriate 

way and views expressed by the child must be given due consideration”.



• Sherry Arnstein’s ladder of citizen participation 

• Roger Hart’s ladder of children participation

• Harry Shier’s “pathways to participation”  

• Lundy’s model of child participation 

TYPOLGIES OF PARTICIPATION 



LUNDY’S MODEL OF CHILD PARTICIPATION



The following four aspects of this model will be discussed in more detail using the UNCRC: 

Space
Children are provided with a safe space (Article 19) which is inclusive and non-discriminatory (Article 2) where 
they are able to express their views and wishes. 

Voice
Duty bearers recognise that it is the child’s right to express their views and wishes freely and this is not restricted 
by “age and maturity”. Children need to be supported according to their evolving capacities in order to express 
their views and wishes (Article 5 and 13) and have the right to be informed about matters that affect them. 

Audience
Duty bearers have the responsibility to listen actively to the views and wishes of children and this should be 
taken into consideration when decisions are made (Article 12).

Influence
Children’s views are taken into consideration when decisions are being made and they are provided with 
feedback on the extent of their influence on the decisions made (Article 3). 

LUNDY CONTINUED… 



What are the barriers? 

Why are children not currently participating in decisions that affect them?

BARRIERS TO CHILD PARTICIPATION



CHILDREN’S PARTICIPATION 
(Section 10 of the Children’s Act ) 

VS 

CHILD’S BEST INTEREST 
(Section 9 and Section 7 of the Children’s Act ) 

A BALANCING ACT?????? 





Determining what’s best in any given circumstance is a complex,  imprecise and uncertain
undertaking.  

The determination may be assisted by thoughtful investigatory endeavors.  

One such endeavor invites the voice of the child to the process, respecting the child’s 
autonomy and dignifying the child with a forum for his/her personal and unique perspective. 





If we want to facilitate children's participation, we are nuts! 

If we dream of equal opportunities for children, we are 
delusional.  

When we stand for something, we are unhinged.  

If we become angry because children’s right’s aren’t 
fulfilled, we are irrational or just being crazy.  



Some people will think you are CRAZY for facilitating children’s participation 
within the field of child protection.  

If they want to call you crazy, 

FINE! 

Show them what crazy can do! 



This intervention was developed as part of a PhD research project.  

It included individual interviews and focus groups with children, residential social workers and 
child and youth care workers in the Cape Peninsula.    

15 children 

6 residential social workers 

12 child and youth care workers 

SOCIAL WORK INTERVENTION 



THE FIVE GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE FACILITATION OF 
CHILDREN’S PARTICIPATION WITHIN MULTI-DISCIPLINARY 

MEETINGS





GUIDING PRINCIPLE 1: PREPARATION OF CHILDREN PRIOR TO 
THE MULTI-DISCIPLINARY MEETINGS

Providing children with information prior to the multi-disciplinary meeting  

Preparing children through explaining the structure of the multi-disciplinary 
meeting

Providing children with the opportunity to express their views and wishes 
prior to the multi-disciplinary meetings



Providing children with the necessary emotional support

Characteristics of adults which enhance children’s participation

Relationships as a mechanism for children’s participation

GUIDING PRINCIPLE 2: CREATING ENCOUNTERS AND 
RELATIONS WITH AN ADULT IN THE CHILD’S PROFESSIONAL 

NETWORK



Child friendly language

Verbal communication in the child’s mother tongue

The physical environment

The arrangement of the multi-disciplinary meeting

GUIDING PRINCIPLE 3: CREATING A CHILD FRIENDLY 
ENVIRONMENT WITHIN MULTI-DISCIPLINARY MEETINGS



Provide children with the opportunity to speak 

Listen to children’s voices 

Provide children with choices in the decision making process

Taking children’s views into consideration

Be present in multi-disciplinary meetings

The number of people present in the multi-disciplinary meetings

Children’s views should be expressed freely in the medium of choice 

Residential social workers act as a “voice” for children in multi-disciplinary meetings

GUIDING PRINCIPLE 4: ENCOURAGING CHILDREN’S 
INVOLVEMENT IN DECISION MAKING IN MULTI-DISCIPLINARY 

MEETINGS



The evolving capacities of children: taking the child’s age and maturity into consideration 

GUIDING PRINCIPLE 5: TAKING A CHILD’S EVOLVING CAPACITY 
INTO CONSIDERATION DURING DECISION MAKING IN MULTI-

DISCIPLINARY MEETINGS



Who am I?

Where do I come from?

Where am I going?

What challenges do I need to face?

How will I get there?

What support/help/resources do I need?

How will it be when I get there? 

REFLECTION 


